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RELIGIOUS LESSONS IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 



By Professor Milton S. Terry, D.D., 
Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, 111. 



The entire book of Daniel may be studied as a highly embellished 
sermon on the text enunciated in chap. 4:26: "the heavens do rule." 
This fundamental truth finds varied expression and illustration both in 
the narratives and in the prophetic visions which make this book unique 
and exceptionally popular among all the writings of the Old Testa- 
ment. Whether the book be a record of real historical facts and 
genuine predictions, or of allegorical and idealistic portraitures of 
divine interposition in the affairs of men and nations, its narratives 
and visions and counsels are exceedingly rich in religious instruction 
for all men, for the Jew first, and also for the Gentile. 

1. The first.chapter furnishes an invaluable lesson of conscientious 
self-denial, and assures us that God honors personal abstinence in 
matters of eating and drinking, when such habits are grounded in 
religious principle. It may not be maintained that these habits were 
in themselves essential or permanent elements of true religion : but we 
may note that there are times and places when questions of this kind 
may compromise one's reputation for loyalty to his church and people. 
If a New Testament apostle, who knew the emptiness of all idolatry and 
could say that there is no reality corresponding to an idol in the world 
(1 Cor. 8:4), found it wise and expedient to act upon the principle 
that, " if meat maketh my brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh forever, 
that I make not my brother to stumble" (1 Cor. 8 : 13), much more might 
a devout Jew of the captivity in Babylon set a wholesome example of 
total abstinence. Daniel and his companions felt that a free partaking 
of the dainties of the king's table would be for them a personal defile- 
ment, and open disloyalty to the religion of Israel. "They did not 
abstain," says Otto Zoeckler, "from the delicacies of the royal table, 
during the whole period of their training, from a spirit of desperate 
ascetic bravado, or because of a super-legal dread of God's creatures, 
which in themselves are not objectionable (1 Tim. 4:4); nor yet because, 
like the Buddhists of India, they scrupled to destroy animal life in any 
form ; but from the truly religious motive of remaining faithful to their 
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covenant God Jehovah, and to avoid their being implicated, to any 
degree whatever, in the idolatrous practices of their heathen masters. 
Their abstemiousness has, therefore, essentially the same ethical value 
as that of the Rechabites, who refused to drink wine from motives of 
religious obedience to the vow of their ancestor (Jer., chap. 35); or as 
the conscientious abiding of the Nazarite by his sacred vow, which 
imposed similar denials on him." Thus have many devout souls glori- 
fied God in their bodies, and God in turn has providentially honored 
and vindicated them. 

2. The third chapter of Daniel has for more than two thousand 
years been a monumental object-lesson of God's power to deliver his 
faithful servants from malignant and fiery persecution. As if looking 
upon an imperishable alto-rilievo in sculpture, or upon a soul-stirring 
painting spread on enduring canvas by a master hand, generations of 
the faithful have seen in the vivid delineation of the immortal Hebrew 
triumvirate, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the burning fiery 
furnace heated seven times more than it was wont to be heated, and 
in the form of the fourth, like a son of the gods, walking with the 
Hebrews in the midst of the fire, a divine assurance of the protection of 
the God of heaven. That glowing picture is but another way of saying : 
" When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee ; for I am Jehovah thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy savior " (Isa. 43 : 2). In every subsequent age 
God's true witnesses have boldly faced the fires of martyrdom in the 
triumphant faith that "not a hair of their heads should perish" (Luke 
21 :i8), arid that the abiding presence of God's angel is ever able to 
"quench the power of fire" (Heb. 11:34). 

Similarly the marvelous deliverance of Daniel from the den of 
lions, as told in the sixth chapter, is an impressive and memorable 
picture of the presence and power of " the angel of the Lord who 
encampeth round about them that fear him and delivereth them " 
(Ps. 34 : 7). He can " stop the mouth of the lions " (Heb. n : 33) with 
all-pervasive energy, mightier far than that which wrought in Samson 
(Judg. 14 : 6), or that which enabled David to smite the lion and the 
bear (1 Sam. 17 : 36). In this blessed faith the apostle gloried when 
he wrote, " the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me, and I was 
delivered out of the mouth of the lion " (2 Tim. 4:17); and long before 
him the devout psalmist witnessed the same good confession : " Thou 
shalt tread upon the lion and adder ; the young lion and the ser- 
pent shalt thou trample under feet" (Ps. 91:13). 
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4. Nebuchadnezzar's proclamation (in chap. 4) of his conversion 
to " the king of heaven " is admirably adapted to extol the wisdom, 
power, and glory of the one true God. How enhancing to the mind 
of a devout Jew of the post-exile time to think of an oriental despot 
and conqueror like Nebuchadnezzar, who was wont to boast of his 
power, and say, " This is great Babylon, which I have built for the 
royal dwelling place, by the might of my power and for the glory of 
my majesty " — to think of such a monarch openly humbled before 
"the Most High," and made to proclaim unto "all the peoples, 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth," " that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will"! Thus the great lesson of the book receives most vivid illustra- 
tion. The proclamation abounds in ascriptions of supreme honor to 
"Him that liveth forever," whose "kingdom is an everlasting domin- 
ion," and " all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing ; and 
he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth ; and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, 
'What doest thou?' " 

5. It is interesting to study the second chapter of Daniel as an 
impressive illustration of the statement, in Am. 3 : 7, that "the Lord 
Jehovah revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets." The vision 
of the kingdom of God which this chapter contains is remarkably 
enhanced by the manner in which it is first mysteriously presented to 
Nebuchadnezzar in a dream, and afterward reproduced by Daniel, to 
whom, in answer to prayer, God revealed the secret of the king and its 
interpretation. The embellished narrative not only enforces the truth 
that " there is a God in heaven who revealeth secrets," but it also affords a 
wonderful picture of that kingdom of the heavens which shall break in 
pieces all opposing principalities and powers, but which shall itself 
never be destroyed. Greaf is the triumph of truth when a heathen 
monarch is constrained to acknowledge and proclaim that the God of 
Daniel, the God of the Jewish people, is "the God of gods, and the 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets." 

We read an additional lesson of the same kind in the fifth chapter, 
where Daniel displays a wisdom superior to that of all the enchanters 
and soothsayers of the realm, and explains the mysterious writing on 
the wall. 

6. All other portions of the book which have the style and charac- 
ter of narratives are also profitable for religious instruction. The 
prayer of the prophet recorded in the ninth chapter is a model of 
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humble confession of sin and earnest supplication. In accord with 
the spirit and usages of his people at the time, he " set his face unto the 
Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sack- 
cloth, and ashes." He confesses and bewails the sins of his people, 
pleads the mercies of God to his people in the olden time, and prays 
for help with such an intensity of feeling that the angel of God comes 
to him while he is yet speaking. 

The angelology of the tenth and twelfth chapters, and which 
appears incidentally in other chapters, is a revelation of the infinite 
resources and manifold agencies of Him who rules in the heavens and 
upon the earth, removing kings and setting up kings, and working his 
signs and wonders in every land. 

7. No less impressive in practical lessons are the apocalyptic portions 
of the book of Daniel. The magnificence and grandeur of conception 
in the vision of the great kingdoms which perish before the judgment 
of the Most High (chap. 7) impress us with an overwhelming sense of 
the power and the glory of God. The detailed pictures of the rise and 
fall of the Median, Persian, and Grecian monarchies, and the assurance 
that all the struggles of kings and peoples and angelic forces shal 
ultimately issue in the " bringing in of everlasting righteousness, and in 
sealing up vision and prophecy, and in anointing a holy of holies " 
(9 : 24), give the devout reader to understand that the times and seasons 
are in the hand of Him who sees the end from the beginning, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden. These sublime visions strengthen our 
faith, encourage the holiest hopes, and cultivate reverence and worship 
of Him " who rules in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomso- 
ever he will." 

The foregoing are a few of the great lessons from the book of 
Daniel which the church has always recognized therein, and can never 
willingly forget. God's love for his people and his eternal purpose to 
deliver them from evil are conspicuous throughout. Let not the saints 
of God fear in times of trouble. The Most High is their refuge and 
strength. They are encompassed and defended by an innumerable 
company of angels. They shall "rest, and stand in their lot at the 
end of the days." And they may go about their work with the divine 
assurance that " they who are wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever." 



